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Moderation of ruminal fermentation by protozoa in cattle fed high-grain diets 
Abstract 
Ruminal protozoa in cattle fed high-grain diets appear to contribute to the maintenance of a stable 
ruminal fermentation. This was evidenced by higher ruminal pH's and lower volatile fatty acid 
concentrations in faunated (with protozoa) than defaunated (without protozoa) cattle. The moderation of 
fermentation was likely due to reduced bacterial numbers associated with the presence of protozoa. 
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